Regulatory issues in immunity to liver and blood-stage malaria.
T cells play a major role in control of both blood and liver stage of plasmodium infection. While immunization with certain attenuated whole-parasite vaccines that are attenuated at the liver stage of the infection induces protective T cell responses, even multiple exposures to natural infection in endemic areas do not lead to stable T cell memory or humoral immunity and sterilizing protection. One of the key differences between vaccination and natural exposure is the absence of blood stage during vaccination. Here we will discuss possible immunoregulatory strategies employed by blood stage of malaria leading to generation of severely compromised T cell and humoral immune responses and subsequent lack of sterilizing immunity.